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Bible Study presented by Deacon Michel du Chaussee


Prayer for the Year of Saint Paul
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God our Father, source of mercy and truth,
through the preaching of Saint Paul the Apostle,
You teach us and deepen our faith.

Grant that we may follow Saint Paul’s example and grow in holiness.
Strengthen us to continually convert
our hearts and minds to You.

Enliven us to live by the Spirit
in faith, hope, and charity.

Inspire us to hand on to others
what we have received from You.

Fortify us to pour out ourselves
and serve You with humility 
and compassion.

Move us to unite ourselves
to the sufferings of Christ that we may
die with Him in order to rise with Him.

Help us to trust that nothing
can separate us from Your love.

Direct us to seek only the things of heaven
so that after running the race and fighting the good fight,
we might share the crown of glory
promised to those who love You.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Saint Paul the Apostle, pray for us.

St. Paul: The Man, the Mission and the Message
The Man
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St. Paul (d. A.D. 67/8) was born in the city of Tarsus in Cilicia (cf. Acts 22:3) now modern Turkey, a provincial capital under Hellenistic (Greek) influence. It was a place of culture and learning, a university city, and Saul while young received the best education possible and learned the art of Greek rhetoric. Being from Tarsus, the Apostle could claim citizenship from Rome. This dual citizenship was a useful tool, later employed by St. Paul when he defended himself before the authorities as a Christian "troublemaker" (cf. Acts 16:35-39). St. Paul was known by two names: his Jewish name "Saul" (cf. Acts 7:58), which can be translated "asked of Yahweh," and the Roman name "Paulus," rendered simply as "Paul" (cf. Tit. 1:1). Holding two names was a common practice among the Diaspora; those Jews who lived outside Palestine (cf. 1 Pet. 1:1). The Apostle was a descendent from the tribe of Benjamin (cf. Phil. 3:5), one of the famous "Twelve Tribes of Israel" (cf. Gen. 49:1-28). This particular tribe brought forth King Saul; the first king of that chosen nation (cf. 1 Sam. 10:17—11:15). The Benjaminite tribe held favor with Yahweh (cf. Dt. 33:12), a point of pride for St. Paul during his evangelization efforts (cf. Rom. 11:1). Having lived a strict life as a Pharisee (cf. Acts 26:5), St. Paul stated that he had kept "the Law" to a great degree of perfection and enthusiasm (cf. Gal. 1:14). Paul learned the way of the Pharisees under the great teacher, Rabbi Gamaliel, considered the greatest master of his day. This teacher may have been the same Gamaliel who stood before the Sanhedrin and asked for tolerance on behalf of the Christians (cf. Acts 5:33-40) but this is unclear. During St. Paul’s life, the Apostle practiced the skill of tent-making (cf. Acts 18:3), a trade he utilized in his missionary efforts as a means of financial support (cf. 1 Cor. 4:12). Fittingly, St. Paul placed a strong emphasis on honest manual labor (cf. 2 Thess. 3:6-12), as well as the proper use of one’s time (Eph. 5:15-16). 

Perhaps one of the most outstanding characteristics of Paul is his zeal. Whether it was as Saul the Pharisee or Paul the Apostle he passionately pursued the path he believed that his God wanted him to follow. As a result he can look at the two paths that he had traveled as being, by his own modest estimation, the best there was: 

For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. (Gal. 1: 13–15) 

If any other man thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law a Pharisee, as to zeal a persecutor of the church, as to righteousness under the law blameless. (Phil. 3: 4–6) 

Likewise, on his apostleship: 

For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them. (1 Cor. 15: 9–10) 

When his authority was directly challenged by other apostles in Corinth, he again asserted his status and ability: 

I think that I am not in the least inferior to these superlative apostles… But whatever any one dares to boast of — I am speaking as a fool — I also dare to boast of that. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants of Abraham? So am I. Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one! (2 Cor. 11: 5, 21–3) 

Paul was not afraid to be confrontational in fact he had strong verbal disagreements with Peter, James, Barnabas and Mark in his missions to name a few and they were on his side! He was run out of many cities often having to flee for his very life. But for him it was Christ at any cost.
We first encounter Paul (then called Saul) in the account of the martyrdom of Stephen in the Acts of the Apostle.
Acts 7:58 They threw him out of the city, and began to stone him. The witnesses laid down their cloaks at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

A Jewish persecution of Christians began at this time and the zealous Saul almost naturally seemed to be in the thick of it: 

Acts 8:1 Now Saul was consenting to his execution. On that day, there broke out a severe persecution of the church in Jerusalem, and all were scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made a loud lament over him. 3 Saul, meanwhile, as trying to destroy the church; entering house after house and dragging out men and women, he handed them over for imprisonment.

In typical zealous fervor Paul wanted to go even further:

Acts 9:1 Now Saul, still breathing murderous threats against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, that, if he should find any men or women who belonged to the Way, he might bring them back to Jerusalem in chains.

It is during this mission that an encounter with the Risen Christ would forever change the life of the Pharisee called Saul. 

Paul’s Conversion:
This event is so monumental to salvation that we are given three accounts of it in the Acts of the Apostles. Saul’s life would change and he would go from Jewish Pharisee to Christian Apostle. Although he embraced the latter with the same zeal as the former, this nevertheless represented a complete ‘about turn’ in his life. Perhaps there are lessons in his story that can be applied to our life. But why was this so significant? Let us here the thoughts of biblical scholar and author Etienne Charpentier:
The glorified Lord who appeared to Paul was the one who had died an accursed death on the cross: the whole of Paul’s theology is contained in this reversal. Jesus had been condemned by the Law of whom the authorities were the guardians; he was accursed of God who had done nothing to deliver him, as it is written: ‘Cursed (by God) is the man who is hanged on the tree’ (Deut. 21:23). Now God had glorified this ‘accursed’ man! This means that God had taken his side. So the Law which had condemned was itself condemned by God. The Law had come to an end. For Paul, his very life was falling apart…So we can understand how he remained in Damascus for three days, blind, prostrate, trying to make sense of things. And in that tormenting, vast abyss, Jesus took his place. From that time on Paul was to say, ‘My life is Christ.’ All his theology can be found here in embryo, like an intuition which it took him all his life to explore.

The following table gives the three accounts of Paul’s encounter with the Risen Christ. Note carefully the absence of any horse in the story. Where did that idea (falling of a horse) originate? This could be good reminder for us to read the Scriptures repeatedly and not depend on what we think we know are in them.
	Acts 9:3 On his journey, as he was nearing Damascus, a light from the sky suddenly flashed around him.4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?" He said, "Who are you, sir?" The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. Now get up and go into the city and you will be told what you must do."7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, for they heard the voice but could see no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him to Damascus.9 For three days he was unable to see, and he neither ate nor drank. 10 There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias, and the Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias." He answered, "Here I am, Lord." 11 The Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the street called Straight and ask at the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is there praying, 12 and (in a vision) he has seen a man named Ananias come in and lay (his) hands on him, that he may regain his sight." 13 But Ananias replied, "Lord, I have heard from many sources about this man, what evil things he has done to your holy ones in Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to imprison all who call upon your name." 15 But the Lord said to him, "Go, for this man is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before Gentiles, kings, and Israelites,16 and I will show him what he will have to suffer for my
name."17 So Ananias went and entered the house; laying his hands on him, he said, "Saul, my brother, the Lord has sent me, Jesus who appeared to you on the way by which you came, that you may regain your sight and be filled with the holy Spirit."18 Immediately things like scales fell from his eyes and he regained his sight. He got up and was baptized, 19 and when he had eaten, he recovered his strength. He stayed some days with the disciples in Damascus, 20 and he began at once to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. 
	Acts 22:1 brothers and fathers, listen to what I am about to say to you in my defense."2 When they heard him addressing them in Hebrew they became all the more quiet. And he continued, 3 "I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city. At the feet of Gamaliel I was educated strictly in our ancestral law and was zealous for God, just as all of you are today. 4 I persecuted this Way to death, binding both men and women and delivering them to prison. 5 Even the high priest and the whole council of elders can testify on my behalf. For from them I even received letters to the brothers and set out for Damascus to bring back to Jerusalem in chains for punishment those there as well. 6 "On that journey as I drew near to Damascus, about noon a great light from the sky suddenly shone around me. 7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?' 8 I replied, 'Who are you, sir?' And he said to me, 'I am Jesus the Nazorean whom you are persecuting.' 9 My companions saw the light but did not hear the voice of the one who spoke to me. 10 I asked, 'What shall I do, sir?' The Lord answered me, 'Get up and go into Damascus, and there you will be told about everything appointed for you to do.' 11 Since I could see nothing because of the brightness of that light, I was led by hand by my companions and entered Damascus. 12 "A certain Ananias, a devout observer of the law, and highly spoken of by all the Jews who lived there, 13 came to me and stood there and said, 'Saul, my brother, regain your sight.' And at that very moment I regained my sight and saw him. 14 Then he said, 'The God of our ancestors designated you to know his will, to see the Righteous One, and to hear the sound of his voice; 15 for you will be his witness before all to what you have seen and heard. 16 Now, why delay? Get up and have yourself baptized and your sins washed away, calling upon his name.' 17 "After I had returned to Jerusalem and while I was praying in the temple, I fell into a trance 18 and saw the Lord saying to me, 'Hurry, leave Jerusalem at once, because they will not accept your testimony about me.' 19 But I replied, Lord, they themselves know that from synagogue to synagogue I used to imprison and beat those who believed in you. 20 And when the blood of your witness Stephen was being shed, I myself stood by giving my approval and keeping guard over the cloaks of his murderers.' 21 Then he said to me, 'Go, I shall send you far away to the Gentiles.'" 
	Acts 26:9 I myself once thought that I had to do many things against the name of Jesus the Nazorean, 10 and I did so in Jerusalem. I imprisoned many of the holy ones with the authorization I received from the chief priests, and when they were to be put to death I cast my vote against them.11 Many times, in synagogue after synagogue, I punished them in an attempt to force them to blaspheme; I was so enraged against them that I pursued them even to foreign cities.12 "On one such occasion I was traveling to Damascus with the authorization and commission of the chief priests. 13 At midday, along the way, O king, I saw a light from the sky, brighter than the sun, shining around me and my traveling companions.14 We all fell to the ground and I heard a voice saying to me in Hebrew, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goad.' 15 And I said, 'Who are you, sir?' And the Lord replied, 'I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16 Get up now, and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness of what you have seen (of me) and what you will be shown. 
17 I shall deliver you from this people and from the Gentiles to whom I send you, 18 to open their eyes that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may obtain forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been consecrated by faith in me.' 19 "And so, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. 20 On the contrary, first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem and throughout the whole country of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, I preached the need to repent and turn to God, and to do works giving evidence of repentance.


His Mission

As I mentioned earlier this dramatic encounter with the risen Christ turned his world upside down and his zealous character propelled him to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ with the same fervor or even greater perhaps than when he was jealously defending Judaism from the dangerous followers of the Way. His goal was simply to go to the ends of the earth with the good news of Jesus Christ which for him represented the Roman Empire that stretched around the Mediterranean including Rome itself. For the period around 46A.D to 67-68 A.D Paul undertook several journeys across Asia Minor and Europe founding and visiting communities there. Let’s take a look at them as they are presented in Acts.
First Mission, with Barnabas 
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In response to a call of the Holy Spirit, the church in Antioch chose Barnabas and Paul to proclaim the gospel. Paul, Barnabas, and Mark set out from Antioch (Acts 13:4). At this time Barnabas is the leader of the mission. This journey started sometime around 44 AD and ended a "long time" (Acts 14:28) before 50 AD. They journeyed as follows: Antioch, Seleucia and sailed to Cyprus, a large island 100 miles off Syrian coast. There they went to Salamis and Paphos where Paul met Bar-Jesus the sorcerer (Acts 13:4-6), then Perga in Pamphylia. At this point, Mark returns to Jerusalem. At Antioch in Pisidia (not to be confused with the one in Syria), Paul and Barnabas turn to the Gentiles (Acts 13:46). Then Iconium (Acts 14:3), Lystra (where Paul was stoned) (Acts 14:19), Derbe. Then back through Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch (in Pisidia) (Acts 14:21, Perga, Attalia, and sailed back to Antioch in Syria (Acts 14:24-26). The first journey ends in Antioch, Syria, where Paul and Barnabas stay there a long time (Acts 14:28). 
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The second journey begins and Paul and Barnabas split in a dispute over Mark. Paul takes Silas through Syria and Cilicia (now southeastern Turkey). They came to Derbe and Lystra, where they find Timothy, who goes with Paul and Silas throughout Phrygia and Galatia. But they are forbidden by the Spirit to go into Asia or Bithynia. They passed through Mysia,Troas, the island of Samothracia, to Neapolis in Macedonia (now northern Greece). At Philippi, God opens the heart of Lydia and the Philippian jailer (Acts 16:14-34). Amphipolis ,Appolonia, to Thessalonica, where Paul taught for 3 weeks. Then Berea, where Paul departed ahead of Silas and Timothy, to Achaia (now southern Greece), to Athens (Acts 17:14-15). Paul then makes his first visit to Corinth where he stays a year and a half (Acts 18:5). Here, Paul met Aquila and Priscilla, who had just come from Rome, from which Claudius Caesar had banished all Jews. Silas and Timothy rejoin Paul. After Paul leaves Corinth, there is no further mention of Silas traveling with Paul. Paul left by boat with Aquila and Priscilla to Cenchrea and then across the Aegean Sea to Ephesus. Aquila and Priscilla stay there where they would later meet Apollos (Acts 18:19 and 26). Paul sails on to Caesarea and then goes up to Antioch in Syria, where the second journey ends. Paul stayed a while (Acts 18:23).
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The third journey begins with Galatia (central region of Turkey), Phrygia (Acts 18:23), Ephesus where he stayed for 3 years (Acts 20:31) where Paul meets disciples of John the Baptist. He preached in the synagogue for 3 months (Acts 19:8). He disputed daily in the school of Tyrannus for 2 years (Acts 19:9-10), so that all that dwelt in Asia heard the word. Paul sent Timothy and Erastus ahead into Macedonia, but stayed in Asia for a season (Acts 19:22). Paul then came to Troas and continued to Macedonia (2 Corinthians 2:12-13 and 7:5), where he was joined by Titus (2 Corinthians 7:6 & 13). After going through Macedonia (northern Greece), Paul came to Achaia (southern Greece) where he stayed 3 months (Acts 20:2-3), making third visit to Corinth. Going back to Macedonia (Acts 20:1), they were at Philippi (northeastern Greece Acts 20:6). Then they sailed to Troas, where a young man fell out of a window, and Paul raises him from the dead (Acts 20:7-12). Then Paul went to Assos, Mitylene, Chios, Samos, Trogylium, and Miletus (now in southwestern Turkey). From here, Paul addresses Ephesian elders whom he had called to meet him (Acts 20:17-38). Sailing to Coos, Rhodes, Patara, and passing on the south side of Cyprus, they came to Tyre (which is now in Lebanon) where they stayed one week. Then they went south to Ptolemais and to Caesarea where they stayed many days (Acts 21:10). Then Paul goes to Jerusalem, where the third journey ends around 58 AD. Paul is beaten by Jews, preaches to them (Acts 22:1-21), and is brought before Sanhedrin. Jesus Christ tells Paul that he will go to bear him witness in Rome. Many Jews vow to kill Paul (Acts 23:12).
 

In 58 AD, Paul is taken to Governor Felix (reigned 53-60) at Caesarea. Paul then spends 2 years in prison in Caesarea in Judea. In 60 AD, Governor Portius Festus reign begins. Paul appeals to Caesar (Acts 25:11). Some days pass, then Herod Agrippa II hears Paul. 
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The voyage to Rome begins: Paul, still a prisoner, sails to Sidon with Luke and Aristarchus (Acts 27:1-2) on the way to Italy. They sailed to Myra (now southern Turkey), Lasea, on the large island of Crete, 50 miles southeast of Greece, where much time was spent (Acts 27:7-13) then Malta, a small island south of Sicily where Paul was bitten by a poisonous snake but lived. Paul healed the father of Publius and others. Paul (still captive) spends the winter of 60-61 AD (Acts 28:11) on island with his captors. In the spring, they sailed on to Syracuse (on island of Sicily), Rhegium (on the southern tip of Italy), then to Puteoli (on the western coast of Italy). The voyage to Rome ends: Paul spends 2 years in his own hired house (Acts 28:30) as a prisoner in Rome from 61-63 AD where the story in Acts ends. Paul was probably martyred in Rome sometime around 67 AD.

His Message

Chronology of St. Paul’s Letters

The order of St. Paul’s epistles in the New Testament is dependent, first, upon the length of each letter (beginning with the longest, Romans) and, second, by the audience (to a community — that is, from Romans through 2 Thessalonians; and to individuals — from 1 Timothy through Philemon), and not the chronology when the letter was actually composed. Though scholars debate and disagree about some letters, there is a general consensus about many of them:

· 1 and 2 Thessalonians were written from Corinth around A.D. 51 thus making them the earliest known Christian writings.  

· 1 and 2 Corinthians were written in Ephesus about the year 55. 

· Romans was composed about the year 56; most scholars believe that Galatians came before Romans, but the year is highly disputed. 

· Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon may have been written from imprisonment in Caesarea Maritima between the years 58 and 60. 

· 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus seem to come from the early to mid-60s.

Of the fourteen writings traditionally attributed to Paul and included in the Western New Testament canon, there is little or no dispute, among biblical scholars, that Paul actually wrote at least seven: Romans, First Corinthians, Second Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, First Thessalonians, and Philemon. 
The authorship of the remaining six Pauline epistles is disputed to varying degrees. The authenticity of Colossians has been questioned on the grounds that it contains an otherwise unparalleled description (among his writings) of Jesus as 'the image of the invisible God,' a Christology found elsewhere only in St. John's gospel. On the other hand, the personal notes in the letter connect it to Philemon, unquestionably the work of Paul. More problematic is Ephesians, a very similar letter to Colossians, but which reads more like a manifesto than a letter. It is almost entirely lacking in personal reminiscences. Its style is unique; it lacks the emphasis on the cross to be found in other Pauline writings, reference to the Second Coming is missing, and Christian marriage is exalted in a way which contrasts with the grudging reference in 1 Corinthians 7:8-9. Finally it exalts the Church in a way suggestive of a second generation of Christians, 'built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets' now past. The defenders of its Pauline authorship argue that it was intended to be read by a number of different churches and that it marks the final stage of the development of Paul of Tarsus's thinking.

The Pastoral Epistles, 1 and 2 Timothy, and Titus have likewise been put in question as Pauline works. Three main reasons are advanced: first, their difference in vocabulary, style and theology from Paul's acknowledged writings; secondly, the difficulty in fitting them into Paul's biography as we have it. They, like Colossians and Ephesians, were written from prison but suppose Paul's release and travel thereafter. Finally, the concerns expressed are very much the practical ones as to how a church should function. They are more about maintenance than about mission. 2 Thessalonians, like Colossians, is questioned on stylistic grounds, with scholars noting, among other peculiarities, a dependence on 1 Thessalonians yet distinctiveness in language from the Pauline corpus.
Hebrews is considered by most experts as not by Paul at all and more of a sermon rather than a letter or epistle. 

Summary: Many scholars today see them as follows:
	Paul: Romans, 1st Corinthians, 2nd Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, 1st Thessalonians, and Philemon

	Pauline School or disciples: Colossians, Ephesians, 2nd Thessalonians, 1st Timothy, 2nd Timothy, Titus and Hebrews


The Pauline Epistles are cast in the external form which was common to the letters of ancient times. They contain the name of the sender; the name of the addressee, to which is often attached a laudatory epithet; a greeting, to which is frequently added a thanksgiving and a prayer for the one to whom he writes; the body of the letter which is usually divided into the dogmatic and moral sections, the former explaining truths of faith, the latter pointing out rules for Christian living; concluding salutations and the oft-repeated phrase, "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you." Paul usually dictated his letters to another, but he himself added brief exhortations and salutations at the end. His own signature was a sign of genuineness (I Corinthians 16:21; II Thessalonians, 3:17). St. Paul's Epistles were not deliberate treatises and systematic expositions of Christian theology. They were not something studied and literary. They were simple letters, pastoral and not personal, written on a specific occasion and to a particular body of converts. They were suggestions in regard to local difficulties, or words of counsel, encouragement or consolation. 

Summary:

	1 THESSALONIANS 
	2 THESSALONIANS 

	Letter Opening (1:1-10) 
1. Sender & Recipients (1:1ab) 

2. Formulaic Greeting (1:1c) 

3. Thanksgiving for the Thessalonians' faith, hope and love (1:2-10) 

Letter Body (2:1—5:24) 
A. The example set by Paul's ministry (2:1-12) 

B. Condemnation of those unbelievers who persecuted Christians and hinder the spread of the gospel (2:13-16) 

C. Paul's desire to visit Thessalonica again has been thwarted (2:17-20) 

D. Timothy's visit and glowing report about the Thessalonians (3:1-13) 

E. Exhortation: Live a life of holiness (4:1-12) 

F. Exhortation: Resurrection of dead Christians at the parousia so that all will be with the Lord (4:13-18) 

G. Exhortation: Be watchful, since we do not know when the Lord will return (5:1-11) 

Letter Conclusion (5:12-28) 

A. Final Exhortations (5:12-22, 15, 17) 

B. Greetings to the community (5:26) 

C. Concluding Prayers and Blessings (5:23-24, 28) 
	Letter Opening (1:1-12) 
1. Sender & Recipients (1:1) 

2. Formulaic Greeting (1:2) 

3. Thanksgiving for the faith and love which saves Christians at the parousia (1:3-12) 

Letter Body (2:1—3:15) 

A. What must happen before the parousia (2:1-12) 

B. God has chosen Christians for salvation (2:13-17) 

C. Prayer for the apostles and the steadfastness of Christians (3:1-5) 

D. Exhortation: Christians are to follow Paul's example by working, living, quietly and doing good to others (3:14-15) 

E. Exhortation: How Christians should treat someone who will not follow Paul's words (3:14-15) 

Letter Conclusion (3:16-18)
A. Personal Postscript: Final Blessing (3:16-18) 


In summary, Paul wrote the letters to the various churches he had visited and helped establish. As the church grew from loose communities to a more structured institution, Paul addressed questions that had arisen in the churches: What do we do until Christ's return? What sort of Jewish practices, if any, must we follow? What are the roles of men and women, slaves and converts? How do we celebrate the Eucharist? Paul gave advice, encouragement and even rebuke where needed. One of the major reasons why Paul wrote was to combat heresy. His letters abound with corrections of false teaching and incorrect understanding of the Christian message.

Paul's Initial Preaching: 

In his letters, Paul says almost nothing about the earthly life and teachings of Jesus, with very few exceptions: in 1 Thess 4:15, Paul alludes to the eschatological teachings of Jesus, indicating that he will come back soon. In 1 Cor 7:10-11, Paul quotes the commands of Jesus that married couples should not be divorced. In 1 Cor 11:23-25, Paul describes the actions and quotes the words of Jesus over the bread and wine at the Last Supper. 

Instead, Paul's preaching focuses on the Cross, the Resurrection, and the Parousia: 
Cross: Jesus died  (1 Cor 1:17-18;  Gal 6:14;  Phil 2:8;  Rom 5:6-11; 6:1-14) 
Resurrection: Jesus rose from the dead  (1 Cor 15:1-58) 
Parousia: Jesus will come again  (1 Thess 4:13--5:11;  2 Thess 2:1-15) 

This is the paschal mystery: Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will come again. These three themes are discussed individually in many parts of Paul's letters, but combinations of two or all three are sometimes also mentioned in the same passage:  See esp. 1 Thess 4:14-15;  Phil 2:6-11;  1 Cor 15:3-4;  2 Cor 5:14-15;  Rom 8:34;  14:9 


Pauline Eschatology:  In Paul's early preaching and writing, he clearly expects Jesus to come back soon: 

He longs for the parousia ("arrival" or "coming") of the Lord (1 Thess 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:23; 1 Cor 15:23). He himself expects to be still alive when Jesus returns (1 Thess 4:15; 1 Cor. 15:51-52). He ends one of his letters with the exclamation marana tha, meaning "Lord, Come" (1 Cor 16:22).
Scholars debate whether the eschatology of 2 Thess. is compatible with that of 1 Thess., or contradicts it: the first letter seems to stress a sudden, unexpected end (1 Thess 4:16; 5:2-3). The second letter mentions several events that must occur before the end (2 Thess 2:3, 6-10). Is Paul himself correcting misinterpretations of his previous letter?  Or is someone else later adapting his teachings? Later in life, Paul recognizes the possibility that he himself might die before Jesus returns: He talks about groaning in our earthly bodies and longing for our heaven reward (2 Cor 5:1-5). While in prison, he is sometimes unsure whether he will be released, or possibly executed (Phil 1:20-23). 

	Glossary

es·cha·tol·o·gy   (ěs'kə-tŏl'ə-jē)  
n.   
1. The branch of theology that is concerned with the end of the world or of humankind.

2. A belief or a doctrine concerning the ultimate or final things, such as death, the destiny of humanity, the Second Coming, or the Last Judgment. 

[Greek eskhatos, last;
Par·ou·si·a   (pär'ōō-sē'ə, pə-rōō'zē-ə)   
n.   
1. The Second Coming. 
[Greek parousiā, presence


A brief analysis of the purpose and substance of each Epistle:

1. I Thessalonians. Some of the Thessalonian Christians, whom St. Paul converted about 50 A.D., had not wholly emerged from the Gentile way of living, were given to leisure and laziness thinking that Christ's return was at hand, and were extremely anxious about the lot of the dead at the second coming of Christ. St. Paul wrote his first Epistle to explain certain doctrinal truths to them and especially whatever pertained to Our Lord's second coming. He assures them that the dead would share equally with the living in the blessings of Christ's return. In the historical section of the Epistle (ch. 1-3) the Apostle rejoices over the happy condition of the Thessalonians, recalls his ministry and labors among them, and expresses the desire of visiting them. In the parenetic part (ch. 4-5) he urges the Thessalonians to avoid luxury, avarice and laziness, instructs them about the second coming of Christ and the resurrection of the dead, and recommends obedience, peace, love, patience and prayer.
2. II Thessalonians. The Christians persevered constant in their faith but were still too anxious about the day of Our Lord's coming which they thought was at hand. After thanking God in the opening chapter (ch.1) for their faith and constancy, St. Paul in the doctrinal part of the Epistle (ch. 2) instructs them about Our Lord's coming. The day of Our Lord's coming, though uncertain, is not yet at hand; it will be preceded by certain signs, such as the man of sin, the apostasy of many, the destruction of the adversary. In the parenetic part of the Epistle (ch. 3) he urges the Thessalonians to pray and to avoid laziness. 
3. Galatians. The Judaizers - certain Christian Pharisees of Judea - followed closely upon St. Paul's heels, invaded the Apostles' Galatian mission and maintained that if the Gentiles wished to be saved they must, in addition to embracing Christianity, "be circumcised, and be commanded to observe the law of Moses" (Acts 15:5). The Epistle to the Galatians was written to refute these zealots of the Mosaic Law. After the customary salutation (1:1-5), St. Paul at once states the central theme of his Epistle: His Gospel is of divine origin, it is immutable, and therefore cannot be supplemented or perfected by man (1:6-10). He defends this thesis by a historical argument (1:11 to 2:21) and by a Biblical argument (3:1 to 4:31). First, he shows that his Gospel was received directly from God, approved by the Apostles, and applied in practice. Secondly, he proves that the Galatians received the Holy Spirit not because of their observance of the Law but because of faith; that Abraham was justified by faith before circumcision or the giving of the Law; that the Law was a pedagogue unto Christ and abrogated at His coming. In the parenetic part of the Epistle (5:1 to 6:10) he exhorts the Galatians to abide in that freedom with which Christ made them free, and in the concluding section (6 :11-18) affirms that he himself will glory in Christ alone.

4. I Corinthians. This Epistle is a solution of pastoral problems which arose in his mission at Corinth and which were referred to the Apostle for solution. After the customary greetings (1:1-9), the Apostle proceeds to deal with the abuses in the Corinthian church (1 :10 to 6:20): He condemns their dissensions, orders the ejection of the incestuous man, and commands the Christians not to bring their difficulties before pagan judges. He then answers the questions which had been submitted to him (7:1 to 15:58) and which dealt with marriage, virginity, meats sacrificed to idols, the proper decorum in worship, the Eucharist and the love feasts, charismatic gifts and the resurrection of the dead. In the epilogue (16:1-24) the Apostle lays down the rules for collecting alms and promises to visit the Corinthians shortly.

5. II Corinthians. The Judaizers, who had invaded Corinth, were making various insinuations about St. Paul's character and his work. Paul, they said, was dishonest, inconstant, ambitious, weak, compromising in his attitude, contemptible in his appearance and in his speech. The Second Epistle is St. Paul's defense of his apostolic authority and of the purity of his Gospel - his Apologia pro vita sua. In the first part of the Epistle (1:12 to 7:16) he explains to the faithful the character of his apostolic office; in the second (8:1 to 9:15), he urges the faithful to give alms; and in the third (10:1 to 13:10), answers his adversaries. 

6. Romans. St. Paul planned to stop at Rome on his way to Spain. In order to prepare the way for his visit, St. Paul sent them an Epistle, in which he summed up the principal points of his teaching and at the same time reviewed the teaching of the Epistle to the Galatians. After a rather lengthy introduction (1:1-15) the Apostle states the theme of the Epistle: "The gospel is the power of salvation to everyone that believeth, to the Jew, first, and to the Greek" (5:16). In the doctrinal section (1:16 to 11:26) St. Paul explains the necessity of justification for both Gentiles and Jews, the method of justification, the effects and fruits of justification, and the special problem of the justification of the Jewish people. In the moral section (12:1 to 15:13) he explains our duties to God, to our neighbor and to ourselves.

7. Colossians. This epistle was written in defense of Christ's divinity and the dignity of our life in Christ against certain false teachers, who had invaded Colossae, and advocated the cult of angels as necessary for salvation, in this way minimizing the dignity of Christ, the one sole Mediator. They also inculcated a rigid abstinence from certain foods and strove to impose upon the faithful various Mosiac observances. In the dogmatic and doctrinal section of the Epistle (1:1 to 3:20) St Paul defends the unique dignity of Christ and refutes the false doctors. In the moral section (3:1 to 4:6) he urges the Christians to live up to their dignity as members of Christ's body, explains the moral obligations of various groups, and recommends prayer, vigilance and prudence.

8. Ephesians. This epistle is an encyclical circular letter, addressed to the church of Ephesus and to the churches of Asia Minor, to explain to them that they are not isolated groups but incorporated into one and the same mystic body. In the doctrinal section of the Epistle (1:1 to 3:29) the Apostle explains our redemption by Christ and the incorporation of all men - Jews and Gentiles - into the one Church of which Christ is the Head. Of this mystery or Gospel St. Paul proclaims himself the privileged preacher. In the moral section (4:1 to 6:9) the Apostle explains our individual as well as social duties.

9. Philemon. This Epistle is a letter which St. Paul sent with Onesimus, a run-away slave, to the latter's master, Philemon. In this letter St. Paul asks Philemon to restore and, if possible, to free Onesimus. It has been called the Epistle of Emancipation. 

10. Philippians. This is a letter of gratitude and joy addressed by the Apostle to his beloved converts at Philippi, who had befriended him and helped him on more than one occasion. He tells them of his great affection for them (ch. 1), recommends unity and humility to them (ch. 2), warns them against false teachers (ch. 3) exhorts them to persevere in virtue, and acknowledges their contributions (ch. 4). 

11. Titus, First & Second Timothy. These Epistles are called "Pastoral Epistles" because they were addressed to the pastors or bishops of the faithful and deal with Church government and the hierarchy. They treat of the following five points:1) The necessity of preserving the purity of doctrine; 2) The method of proceeding against false teachers; 3) The rules to be observed in selecting men for the diaconate, priesthood and episcopacy; 4) Obedience towards religious superiors; 5) Duties of various groups of the faithful. 

12. Hebrews. The purpose of this Epistle was to point out the great superiority of the New Testament over the Old and to prevent the Christian Jews under the stress of persecution from falling back into Judaism which at the time had taken on a new vigor and splendor. St. Paul describes the dignity of Christ, of Christ's priesthood and of his office (ch. 1 to 10:27) and warns the Christians not to return to the abrogated institutions of the Old Law. In order to encourage his readers he places before them examples of heroic faith in the Old Testament (ch. 11).
	Glossary

Parenetic
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a. Hortatory; encouraging; persuasive.
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