St. Bartholomew Church Bible Study:

St. Paul: To the Church in Philippi
Presented by Deacon Michel du Chaussee


Philippians

The City of Philippi:
Originally the city was named Krenides, which means fountains. Philip II of Macedon, the father of Alexander the Great, at the outset of expanding his Macedonian empire annexed the adjoining territory in which the city of Krenides was located. After expanding and fortifying the city, he renamed it Philippi after himself. 

The gold mines around the city supported Philip's and Alexander's armies and empire. Alexander the Great proceeded to conquer the Mediterranean world. In doing so he spread the Hellenistic culture and the Greek language throughout that vast area. The Greek language eventually became the language in which the New Testament was written. 

The Romans conquered the Macedonian empire about two hundred years later. By then the gold in the mines around Philippi had been depleted and Philippi had more or less been deserted. In 42 B.C. Philippi became the battleground on which Mark Antony and Octavian, who later became Caesar Augustus, defeated the forces of Brutus and Cassius, who had plotted the assassination of Julius Caesar. Subsequently Philippi was made a Roman colony where retired army veterans were given a grant of land as a reward for their years of service and were settled there. As in other places, this placed loyal Roman citizen/soldiers at this strategic location along the Egnatian Way, which was the main road that connected Rome in the west with the Roman provinces of its empire in the east. 

The Citizens of Philippi: 

Being a Roman colony, the citizens of Philippi were mostly Roman citizens. They dressed in Roman attire, used Roman coins, and spoke Latin, which was the official language of the city. Being Roman explains why the citizens of Philippi were so easily upset when they heard that Paul and Silas were Jews who were advocating customs which were unlawful for those Romans to accept and practice (cf. Acts 16:19-22). They were undoubtedly struck by Paul's words in Philippians 3:20 that the true citizenship of Christian believers was in heaven and not in the Roman Empire. Similarly the exorcism of a spirit of divination from a slave girl, who harassed them, fueled their anger because it showed the power of Christ over local gods and spirits.
Author and Title:

Most scholars accept Paul as the author of Philippians. “The early church was unanimous in its testimony that Philippians was written by the apostle Paul (see 1:1). Internally the letter reveals the stamp of genuineness. The many personal references of the author fit what we know of Paul from other NT books.”

 The epistle to the church at Philippi, the first church Paul established in Macedonia and Europe, is titled in the Greek text, Pros Philippesious, “To the Philippians.”

Date: A.D. 60-61 

This epistle was written while Paul was in prison and is often referred to as one of the ‘captivity epistles’. He mentions a Praetorian guard (Phil. 1:13) along with the possibility of death (vv. 20-26) which suggests he was writing from Rome most likely during his first captivity, although some suggest an unrecorded imprisonment in Ephesus. Though death was possible, Paul also seemed confident of his release. This suggests Philippians was written after Ephesians later in A.D. 60 or 61.

Theme and Purpose:

Philippians warns against the failure to practice Christ-provided unity and against the failure of believers to rejoice in their blessings and position in Christ (Phil. 1:27; 2:2; 4:1f.). The theme of Philippians is “joy and unity in Christ.” He introduces the idea of koinonia.
Paul had several obvious purposes in writing this letter to the Philippians: 
· He sought to express his love and gratitude for the gift they had sent him (1:5; 4:10-19); 
· to give a report about his own circumstances (1:12-26; 4:10-19); 
· to encourage the Philippians to stand firm in the face of persecution and rejoice regardless of circumstances (1:27-30; 4:4); 
· To exhort them to live in humility and unity (2:1-11; 4:2-5); 
· To commend Timothy and Epaphroditus to the Philippian church (2:19-30); and 
· To warn the Philippians against the legalistic Judaizers and the libertarian antinomians who had slipped in among them (ch. 3).

koinonia(koy-no-nee-yuh) - Christian fellowship or communion with God or with fellow Christians; said in particular of the early Christian community; is a kind of family, fellowship 

Key Word(s):

The key word, occurring in one form or the other some 16 times, is “joy” or “rejoice.” “Unity” or “oneness”, “koinonia” is another key idea of the book. This is expressed in a number of ways like, “being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose” (2:2); “standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together” (1:27), and “be in harmony” (4:2). 

Key Verses:

· 1:21. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

· 3:8-11. More than that, I now regard all things as liabilities compared to the far greater value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things—indeed, I regard them as dung!—that I might gain Christ, 3:9 and be found in him, not because of having my own righteousness derived from the law, but because of having the righteousness that comes by way of Christ’s faithfulness—a righteousness from God that is based on Christ’s faithfulness. 3:10 My aim is to know him, to experience the power of his resurrection, to share in his sufferings, and to be like him in his death, 3:11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

· 4:11-13. I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content in any circumstance. 4:12 I have experienced times of need and times of abundance. In any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of contentment, whether I go satisfied or hungry, have plenty or nothing. 4:13 I am able to do all things through the one who strengthens me. 

Key Chapters:

Chapter 2 is certainly a key chapter in the way it sets forth Christ as our example in putting others before ourselves by having the mind of Christ. In the process of this, Paul then launches into a grand revelation regarding the humility and exaltation of Christ in 2:5-11.

Christology in Philippians:

· No passage is clearer and more declarative regarding the nature, fact, and purpose of the incarnation of Christ as is found in this book, the great kenosis passage (2:5f.). 
· Further, Paul declares Christ as the believer’s life in view of all Christ was, is, will be; “for to me to live is Christ” (1:21) 
· Christ is the perfect model of humility and sacrificing love (2:4-5) 
· Christ is the one who will transform our humble bodies into the likeness of His glorious body at the resurrection (3:21) 
· And He is our means of enablement in any and all circumstances of life (4:12).

Kenosis is a Greek word for emptiness, which is used as a theological term. The ancient Greek word κένωσις kénōsis means an “emptying”
Outline: 

I. Salutation and Thanksgiving for the Philippians (1:1-11)

II. The Personal Circumstances of Paul in Rome: The Preaching of Christ (1:12-30)

III. The Pattern of the Christian Life: Having the Mind of Christ (2:1-30)

A. The Exhortation to Humility (2:1-4)

B. The Epitome of Humility (2:5-11)

C. The Exercise of Humility (2:12-18)

D. The Examples of Humility Seen in Timothy and Epaphroditus (2:19-30)

IV. The Prize of the Christian Life: Having the Knowledge of Christ (3:1-21)

A. The Warning against Legalistic Judaizers (3:1-4a)

B. The Example of Paul (3:4b-14)

C. The Exhortation to Others (3:15-21)

V. The Peace of the Christian Life: Knowing the Presence of Christ (4:1-23)

A. Peace with Others (4:1-3)

B. Peace with Self (4:4-9)

C. Peace with Circumstances (4:10-23)

Combined & Edited Letters:
A common practice in the ancient world was to collect and re-publish the letters of famous people like Paul.  In this process, shorter letters were sometimes combined or other editorial changes made. Some scholars think that Paul's Letter to the Philippians (Phil) is a later compilation of three originally separate letters:

· Phil A = Phil 4:10-20   (a short "Note of Thanksgiving" for monetary gifts Paul received from the Philippians) 

· Phil B = Phil 1:1 – 3:1; [4:2-9?]; 4:21-23   (a "Letter of Friendship" with thanks, news, and exhortations) 

· Phil C = Phil 3:2 – 4:1 [or to 4:3 or 4:9?]   (a stern warning against the "dogs" who require the circumcision of Gentiles) 

Philippians A
4:10 I rejoice greatly in the Lord that now at last you revived your concern for me. You were, of course, concerned about me but lacked an opportunity. 11 Not that I say this because of need, for I have learned, in whatever situation I find myself, to be self-sufficient. 12 I know indeed how to live in humble circumstances; I know also how to live with abundance. In every circumstance and in all things I have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of living in abundance and of being in need. 13 I have the strength for everything through him who empowers me. 14 Still, it was kind of you to share in my distress. 15 You Philippians indeed know that at the beginning of the gospel,  when I left Macedonia, not a single church shared with me in an account of giving and receiving, except you alone. 16 For even when I was at Thessalonica you sent me something for my needs, not only once but more than once. 17 It is not that I am eager for the gift; rather, I am eager for the profit that accrues to your account. 18 I have received full payment and I abound. I am very well supplied because of what I received from you through Epaphroditus, "a fragrant aroma," an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19 My God will fully supply whatever you need, in accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God and Father, glory forever and ever. Amen.

Philippians B
1:1 Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus, to all the holy ones in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the overseers and ministers:2 grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  3 I give thanks to my God at every remembrance of you, 4 praying always with joy in my every prayer for all of you, 5 because of your partnership for the gospel from the first day until now. 6 I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus.  7 It is right that I should think this way about all of you, because I hold you in my heart, you who are all partners with me in grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.8 For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception,10 to discern what is of value, so that you may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 12 I want you to know, brothers, that my situation has turned out rather to advance the gospel,
13 so that my imprisonment has become well known in Christ throughout the whole praetorium  and to all the rest, 14  and so that the majority of the brothers, having taken
encouragement in the Lord from my imprisonment, dare more than ever to proclaim the word fearlessly. 15 Of course, some preach Christ from envy and rivalry, others from good will.16 The latter act out of love, aware that I am here for the defense of the gospel;
17 the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not from pure motives, thinking that they will cause me trouble in my imprisonment.18 What difference does it make, as long as in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is being proclaimed? And in that I rejoice.  Indeed I shall continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that this will result in deliverance for me through your prayers and support from the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 20 My eager expectation and hope is that I shall not be put to shame in any way, but that with all boldness, now as always, Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or
by death. 21 For to me life is Christ, and death is gain. 22 If I go on living in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. And I do not know which I shall choose. 23 I am caught between the two. I long to depart this life and be with Christ, (for) that is far better. 24 Yet that I remain (in) the flesh is more necessary for your benefit. 25 And this I know with confidence, that I shall remain and continue in the service of all of you for your progress and joy in the faith,26 so that your boasting in Christ Jesus may abound on account of me when I come to you again. 27 Only, conduct yourselves in a way worthy of the gospel
of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear news of you, that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind struggling together for the faith of the gospel, 28 not intimidated in any way by your opponents. This is proof to them of destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. 29 For to you has been granted, for the sake of Christ, not only to believe in him but also to suffer for him. 30 Yours is the same struggle as you saw in me and now hear about me. 2:1 If there is any encouragement in Christ, any solace in love, any participation in the Spirit, any compassion and mercy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, with the same love, united in heart, thinking one thing. 3 Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, humbly regard others as more important than yourselves, 4 each looking out not for his own interests, but (also) everyone for those of others. 5 Have among yourselves the same attitude that is also yours in Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.  7 Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance, 8 he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross.  9 Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name  that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,  of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  to the glory of God the Father.
12 So then, my beloved, obedient as you have always been, not only when I am present but all the more now when I am absent, work out your salvation with fear and trembling.  13 For God is the one who, for his good purpose, works in you both to desire and to work. 14 Do everything without grumbling or questioning, 15 that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation,  among whom you shine like lights in the world, 16 as you hold on to the word of life, so that my boast for the day of Christ may be that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 3:1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. Writing the same things to you is no burden for me but is a safeguard for you. 4:21 Give my greetings to every holy one in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are with me send you their greetings; 22 all the holy ones send you their greetings, especially those of Caesar's household.  23 the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
Philippians C
3:2 Beware of the dogs! Beware of the evil workers! Beware of the mutilation!  3 For we are the circumcision,  we who worship through the Spirit of God, who boast in Christ Jesus and do not put our confidence in flesh, 4 although I myself have grounds for confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he can be confident in flesh, all the more can I.5 Circumcised on the eighth day,  of the race of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrew parentage, in observance of the law a Pharisee, 6 in zeal I persecuted the church, in righteousness based on the law I was blameless. 7 (But) whatever gains I had, these I have come to consider a loss because of Christ. 8 More than that, I even consider everything as a loss because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things and I consider them so much rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having any righteousness of my own based on the law but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God, depending on faith 10 to know him and the power of his resurrection and (the) sharing of his sufferings by being conformed to his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.12  It is not that I have already taken hold of it or have already attained perfect maturity,  but I continue my pursuit in hope that I may possess it, since I have indeed been taken possession of by Christ (Jesus). 13 Brothers, I for my part do not consider myself to have taken possession. Just one thing: forgetting what lies behind but straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I continue my pursuit toward the goal, the prize of God's upward calling, in Christ Jesus. 15 Let us, then, who are "perfectly mature" adopt this attitude. And if you have a different attitude, this too God will reveal to you. 16 Only, with regard to what we have attained, continue on the same course.  17 Join with others in being imitators of me, brothers, and observe those who thus conduct themselves according to the model you have in us.18 for many, as I have often told you and now tell you even in tears, conduct themselves as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction. Their God is their stomach; their glory is in their "shame." Their minds are occupied with earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we also await a savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21 He will change our lowly body to conform with his glorified body by the power that enables him also to bring all things into subjection to himself. 4:1 Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord, beloved. 2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to come to a mutual understanding in the Lord. 3 Yes and I ask you also, my true yokemate, to help them, for they have struggled at my side in promoting the gospel, along with Clement and my other co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! 5 Your kindness should be known to all. The Lord is near. 6 Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. 7 Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  9 Keep on doing what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me. Then the God of peace will be with you. 
